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he ARRL Board has agreed 

to propose a simplified 
Amateur Radio licensing 
structure with four classes. 

The plan calls for four 
written examination elements to 
establish amateurs’ operational 
and technical qualifications in- 
stead of the present five, and two 
Morse code examination ele- 
ments instead of the present 
three. 

Under the plan, the entry 
ievel to Amateur Radio would 
be known as Class D and would 
correspond to the present Tech- 
nician license. No Morse code 
proficiency would be necessary, 
but a written exam would cor- 
respond to the privileges of the 
class. All amateurs now licensed 
as Technicians would become 
Class D. 

The next step would be 
known as Class C and would 
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correspond to the present Gen- 
eral license, with expanded 
phone subbands on several high 
frequency (HF) bands. Class C 
would be the entry level to HF 
operating privileges. A 5 words 
per minute Morse Code exami- 
nation would be required in ad- 
dition to the written examina- 
tion required to upgrade from 
Class D to Class C. All ama- 
teurs now licensed as General, 
Technician Plus, and Novice 
would become Class C. Nov- 
ice CW bands would be 
“refarmed” as_ telephony 
subbands. 

The third step would be 
known as Class B and would 
correspond to the privileges of 
the present Advanced license, 
but, again, with expanded 
phone subands_ on several HF 
bands. To upgrade from Class 
C to Class B, an amateur would 
pass a more advanced written 
examination similar in difficulty 


to the present Element 4A and 
a 12 word per minute Morse 
code examination. All amateurs 
now licensed as Advanced 
would become Class B. 

The final step would be 
known as Class A and would 
convey the full privileges of the 
present Amateur Extra Class, 
with telephony sub-bands ex- 
panded on several HF bands. To 
upgrade from Class B to Class 
A, an amateur would be re- 
quired to pass the most difficult 
written examination in the se- 
quence. No additional Morse 
code examination would be re- 
quired. All amateurs presently 
licensed as Amateur Extra Class 
would become Class A. 

Board members empha- 
sized that the objective is to ra- 
tionalize and simplify the ama- 
teur licensing structure without 
reducing the requirements for 
any class of license. Where re- 
ductions in Morse code require- 
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License Restructuring 


ments are proposed, there would 
be a corresponding increase in 
written examination standards. 

On the other hand, Board 
members were adamant that 
simplifying the structure should 
not come at the expense of privi- 
leges already earned by ama- 
teurs. Therefore, present Novice 
and Technician Plus licensees, 
having earned entry-level HF 
operating privileges, would be 
granted the new entry-level HF 
license. 

Adoption of the plar 
comes after 30 months of work 
by the Board, during which time 
the input of thousands of ARRL 
members and other amateurs 
and prospective amateurs was 
considered. 

The Board debated a wide 
variety of options including both 
smaller and larger numbers of 
license classes, higher and lower 
qualification levels, and differ- 
ent privileges. 


ICOM Funmobile Visits The Area 


by Gary, KN4AQ 


he Icom Funmobile lived up to its name 
as it visited the Triangle recently. 

The Funmobile is a large RV, refitted 
as a rolling display of Icom products that is 
touring the country, visiting towns and ham 
clubs large and small. It is just completing 
a sweep of the Southeast. 

Sixty-three Triangle area hams signed 
the guest log at the Funmobile’s stopin 
Morrisville on Friday, July 11. Driver Pat 
Marcy, W7PZ said the only area with a 
larger showing was Virginia Beach, with 
just over 70 visitors. 


Primarily designed to display Icom’s 
Amateur Radio products, commercial prod- 
ucts are also included. The Funmobile 


Area Hams visit teh Icom Funmobile 
during its stop in the Triangle area. 


makes some stops at marine and aviation 
shows. The display layout doesn’t change 
for those shows — the ham equipment stays 
on the tables and shelves. Pat said she’s 
seen lots of interest generated in ham radio 
from the display at non-ham shows. 

The Funmobile rolled into the Tri- 
angle Factory Shops parking lot at about 4 
pm Friday afternoon. Pat apologized for 
being an hour late, due to mechanical 
trouble with the RV. 

Once in place, she raised the antenna 


farm. Most of the Funmobile antennas are 
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by Gary, KN4AQ 


he EXCITER is published monthly by 
the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, 
and is available to its members at no cost. 
Letters to the Editor, technical articles, 
items of interest to the amateur radio com- 
munity and guest editorials are welcomed. 
Articles published in the EXCITER do 
not necessarily represent the views of ¢ ; 
carry the endorsement of the society. Ar- 
ticles are printed at the discretion of the 
editor. No article will be published unless 
it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
= submitting the article. - 


ARRL Proposes Major License 
Restructuring 
Right at Exciter deadline, the ARRL has 
proposed some big changes in ham 
licensing. Under the proposal, the Novice 
license would be gone (has anyone 
deliberately gone after a Novice license in 
years?). The code-free Tech would be the 
entry level license, with a name change to 
Class D, and no change in privileges. 
Novice, Tech Plus and General class would 
merge into Class C, with a5 wpm code test, 
General Class privileges and expanded 
phone bands. Advanced and Extra become 
Classes B and A, and both would have a 12 
wpm code test. Each would also get a few 
more kHz of phone. The Novice/Tech Plus 
CW bands would be gone (that’s where the 
extra phone frequencies would come from). 
Why? The ARRL web site gives this 
explanation: “The objective is to rational- 
ize and simplify the amateur licensing struc- 
ture without reducing the requirements for 
any class of license. Where reductions in 
Morse code requirements are proposed, 
there would be a corresponding increase in 
written examination standards. On the other 
hand, Board members were adamant that 
simplifying the structure should not come 
at the expense of privileges already earned 
by amateurs. Therefore, present Novice and 
Technician Plus licensees, having earned 
entry-level HF operating privileges, would 
be granted the new entry-level HF license.” 
(http://www.arrl.org/news/restructuring/). 
Let the debate begin! My first impres- 
sion: current Novice and Tech Plus licens- 
ees are the big winners, getting what 
amounts to General Class license on a sil- 
ver platter. That, and the 12 wpm max code 
test, are sure to anger hams who have had 
to work harder for the same privileges. But 
the real question should be “is this good for 
ham radio?” Do we need to “rationalize and 
simplify the amateur licensing structure”? 
I don’t think there’s a clear answer to that 
one. I sure don’t have it. Yet. I do know 
this: I like calling myself an Advanced Class 
ham. I’m not sure I’d get the same kick out 


vertising are donations to. 
Please do not use amateur radio as a means 
of transmitting commercial advertising in- 
formation or material. - 
Contributions, inquires, and comments 
concerning the EXCITER content, adver- 
tising, distribution, and policies should be 
directed to the EXCITER Edito 


Israel J. Pattison, NAZ VU 
PO Box 19212 
Raleigh, NC 27619 
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of calling myself “Class B.” 

Field Day/Video 

Another Field Day slips into memory, but 
we had a great time, didn’t we? Thanks to 
FD Chairman Mike Murphy WA4BPJ, 
and the 65 or so others of you who made 
it a success. 

Arlene King KF4YBI apologized for 
disrupting the Field Day video at the July 
meeting. Hey, Arlene - no apology neces- 
sary. We’re all glad you’re OK. We’ll try 
squeezing the video in at another meeting. 
Ill be bringing a few copies of the video to 
the August RARS meeting. If you want one, 
bring a new VHS tape with you to trade. 
Major brands only (I don’t put the el-junko 
tapes in my deck or the ones at work). We’ ll 
find out how we did in November, when 
QST publishes the results. AC4ZO predicts 
a big win in category 8A. 

NC Wins the 97 SET! 

Speaking of big wins, congratulations to NC 
ARES and NTS operators on their sweep of 
the 1997 Simulated Emergency Test. North 
Carolina was first in both categories (ARES 
Activity and Section/Local Nets). I recall 
running an ARES net one Saturday morning 
with more than 70 check-ins, with many 
hams dashing around the county to visit fire 
and police departments as part of our test. 
Locally, Jerry Davis KE4TTS put the Wake 
County test segment of the together. 
Webmaster Needed 

RARS Webmaster Jay Harrison KF4IUP 
has had to retire from that job. He’s gota 
brand new baby daughter, and he’s a little 
busy now. Thanks, Jay, for getting things 
off the ground. 

I gave myself a crash course in HTML 
and FTP, and brought the critical parts of 
the site up to date. But the site could use 
some spiffing up. Several people have re- 
sponded to a notice on the RARS-L, and it 
looks like it might be a popular job. If you’ re 
interested, send me e-mail with your “cre- 
dentials” and a link to a site or two you’ ve 
built. The “successful candidate” should be 
good at basic web-site building, but inter- 
est and involvement in RARS is more im- 
portant. 

Repeater Progress 
And let me pass out a few pats on the back 
to Fred Decker KE4IXL and Bill Lyon 
KD4LLQ, who have been busy getting the 
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"The New? ’64 Repeater Revisited 


by Bill, KD4LLQ 


\ N Tell, a lot of you folks have been on 
the “NEW” ’64 Repeater lately and 


have discovered that it has changed. 

The W4DW ID is slightly different, 
now being able to identify that the repeater 
is located in Raleigh. The Autopatch sounds 
a bit different, too. The reason for these dif- 
ferences is that we are using a new control- 
ler from SCOM, and the programming is 
quite a bit different than the old ACC con- 
troller that was removed. 

Fred, KE4IXL, and I have been hard 
at work to have everything ready for the BIG 
MOVE. (That is to its new home. Sorry, 
but at this time there is no information as 
to when that will be.) 

The most notable changes are the ab- 
sence of some User features and in the way 
the Autopatch operates. We have tried to 
keep these changes to a minimum but there 
are some differences that you should be 
aware of. The absence of User features are 
noted at the end of this article. 

A while back I posted the informa- 
tion about the Autopatch on the RARS List 
Server, but for those of you who don’t have 
the Internet, or email, I’11 submit them here. 
Also, for those of you who did get the mes- 
sage, it might be a good idea to review this 
again because there have been a few changes 
as we’ve gained experience with the new 
controller. 

The RARS ’64 Autopatch 

The Autopatch on the 64 repeater is 
now up and ready for use. There a few mi- 
nor changes, benefits, and one restriction 
in its operation, however. Any questions 
concerning the operation of the Autopatch, 
or the repeater in general, should be directed 
to Fred, KE4IXL or Bill, KD4LLQ for the 
present. When you wish to place a call, 
please abide by the following procedure. 

Restriction: The repeater will not 
send out its phone number when a call is 
placed using the Autopatch. This means that 
any phone line called that has any feature 
that displays the phone number of the in- 
coming call will not display the number of 
the caller. 

Also, if there is any feature on the 


phone line being called that will not allow 
a phone to ring because the incoming phone 
number is not known, then the incoming 
call is effectively “Blocked” and therefore a 
telephone on that phone line will not ring 
when called from the Autopatch. 

Disclaimer: Due to the considerable 
number of customer features offered by 
phone companies that allow for identifying 
and/or the blocking of calls, the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society assumes no respon- 
sibility to insure that ALL phone numbers 
can be called from the Autopatch. 

Operation: First, key up the repeater 
and clearly give your call sign and then 
announce your intention to use the 
Autopatch. (This is the same as before.) 

Second, UNKEY your mike for a 
short period of time—a few seconds will 
do. (Again, this is the same procedure.) 
Unkeying here is very important because the 
repeater listens fora DTMF tone during the 
first 5 seconds after it begins transmitting. 

There is no rush to enter all seven 
digits within 5 seconds, however, because 
once the FIRST tone is received by the re- 
peater the 5 second timer is canceled for as 
long as the repeater continues to transmit. 
Also, this unkey period allows you to be sure 
you are not doubling with someone. 

Third, dial the phone number, nor- 
mally 7 digits. (The exception here is for 
Speed Dial numbers which are 2 or 3 dig- 
its.) 

It is not necessary to press the star (*) 
first, although if you do, it doesn’t matter, 
because the controller will only act on the 
digits 0-9 and the pound (#). 

If there is a problem with the num- 
ber, i.e. too many or too few digits, the re- 
peater will announce “Error”, in which case, 
enter the phone number again. (To many 
digits can happen with a weak signal where 
mobile flutter breaks up a long DTMF tone 
into 2 or more shorter tones of the same 
number. To help prevent this problem try to 
keep your key-presses as short as possible, 
especially when hanging up the patch with 
the pound (#) key.) 

If the repeater determines that the 
number is correct the repeater will announce 
“Dialing...” and then it will dial the num- 
ber. 


Note: The repeater will not read back 
the phone number that you just entered, so 
be careful to enter it correctly. Also, you will 
not hear any dial tones or cover tones. There 
will be a short period of quiet while the con- 
troller accesses the phone line and dials the 
number. You will hear the phone ring-back 
signal when the called party’s phone begins 
to ring, however. 

Fourth, carry on your phone conver- 
sation in the usual way.(See the comments 
below about sending additional tones 
through the phone line.) 

Fifth, after the call is complete, use 
the normal pound (#) down to dump (drop) 
the patch. (This is the same as before.) 

Sixth, please, ID again, indicating 
that you are through using the Autopatch. 
This is a courtesy that lets others know you 
are through and that someone else can use 
it, or can begin using the repeater again. 

Here are some items of interest that 
relate to the Autopatch. 

You do not have to concern yourself 
with the star (*) at the beginning of the di- 
aling sequence. The controller will ignore 
it. Therefore, if you are instructing some- 
one on its use, you can still use the phrase 
“star up, pound down”. (A lot easier than 
trying to explain why the star isn’t neces- 
sary.) 

Once you have entered the first digit 
of DTMF tones within the first 5 seconds 
of transmission the 5 second timer is can- 
celed for the duration of that transmission. 
This means that you can enter more DTMF 
tones whenever you want to. This allows 
for navigating through the auto-answering 
systems that some (most?) businesses are 
using these days. If the answering system 
asks you to enter the extension of the per- 
son you are calling, just enter that number. 

The code for redialing a number is 1 
(one). 

If there is a number to redial, the re- 
peater will respond with “Dialing...” If 
there is no number to redial the repeater 
will respond with “No Number”. 

The repeater will remember the last 
number dialed for 30 minutes. 
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Education Department Gets 
Set To Teach Visually Impaired 


by Jeff, AC4ZO 


y the time you read this, the 

Education Department will 
be just a few days away from 
Starting its most exciting project 
ever. This of course 1s the class 
for the impaired 
students. 

Planning has been going 
well. There was a kickoff meet- 
ing at AC4ZO on the evening 
of July 14, which was attended 
by many of our seasoned instruc- 
tors, a few new recruits, and 
even the NC Section Manager. 
The total attendance was 12. 
This was most encouraging. 

The purpose of the meet- 
ing was to explain how the class 
wili proceed and to get the 


visually 


people who will develop the 
teaching material off to a good 
Start. 

The class will be done in 
eleven sessions, and a test ses- 
sion. The course material was 
divided into eleven sort of equal 
sized chunks, which we call 
units, and the content of each 
unit was described. 

Then those willing to do 
the course development selected 
one or more units to be their own 
to develop. One of the eleven 
units had already been devel- 
oped, and all of its material was 
reproduced and passed out to the 
various developers to be used as 
a model. One unit will be taught 
on each evening that the class 
meets. 


CERA: Donations Needed 


ver the past 10 years the 

Columbia Emergency 
Repeater Association has 
developed a pretty good linking 
system consisting of Columbia, 
Williamston, Manteo, Ahoskie, 
Rocky Mount, Rich Square, 
Franklin, Farmville, and we will 
soon include Hatteras and 
Greenville. 

There is always some- 
thing that needs to be replaced 
or upgraded to meet the needs 
of new technology. 

Soon the Columbia tower 
will be replaced with a new 
tower. The 145.11 repeater and 
the 443.300 backbone repeater 
will have to be moved from the 
old tower to a new and much 
higher structure which will have 
a communication platform at 
about 1,200 feet. 

This will place the new 
repeater some 400 feet higher 
than its present location and will 
provide greater sensitivity and 


more output power (ERP). 

The new location will re- 
quire a weather proof cabinet 
that will withstand strong blow- 
ing rain, ice buildup and falling 
ice: 

In addition to the cabinet, 
the system will require new an- 
tennas, hardware, and electrical 
hookup requirements. 

Cost for the entire pro- 
gram is estimated at $2,500. 
Naturally we need help in rais- 
ing this amount and for that rea- 
son we are asking for donations 
of $25 or more. Of course, any 
amount will help. And CERA 
is a tax exempt organization. 

Mail your donation to: Jo 
Ann Tetterton - KC4PTA, 
CERA Secretary, 196 Styons 
Road, Plymouth, NC 27962. 
Jo Ann can be reached by phone 
at (252) 793-5896, and Mike 
can be reached at (252) 796- 
TOSt: 


After this exercise was 
completed, the floor was turned 
over to Reed, AB4W, our North 
Carolina Section Manager. 
Reed has experience working 
with persons of various disabili- 
ties, and he shared his expertise 
with us by giving pointers about 
how to meet the challenges 
which lie ahead. 

On July 28th, there is an- 
other planning meeting sched- 
uled. What we hope to accom- 
plish at that meeting, is to have 
a look at the work in progress, 
and see how each unit will be 
taught. I expect that some will 
be taught in “break-out” groups, 
and some will not. Some devel- 
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mounted on a motorized plat- 
form that flattens them out while 
driving, and raises them to ver- 
tical in about 10 seconds. 

Once the Funmobile an- 
tenna farm was swept clean 
when a driver forgot to lower 
them before hitting the road. He 
heard a “funny sound” when he 
went under a bridge. 

Many hams were over- 
heard commenting on how 
they’d like the “job” of driving 
the Funmobile around the coun- 
try, playing with ham radio all 
day. 

The schedule, though, 1s 
grueling. Drivers are rotated 


opers may need models con- 
structed of “puff-paint” draw- 
ings made. We will not know 
the remaining requirements un- 
til the meeting. 

So that’s about it. With 
only two meeting, and lots of 
man-hours by lots of different 
people, it looks like this will 
soon become reality. 

I especially would like to 
thank the following for their ef- 
fort: AB4OZ, AB4W, Connie 
Pond, KD4ZVW, KE40Q0O, 
KF4YBI, KN4AQ, KO4QH, 
N4BYO, N4VQN, NOWP, 
W2JNW, WA4LEF, and 
WA4SNC. 


among several members of the 
Icom marketing dept. The 
driver/tour guide works long 
hours, well into the evening 
most days, followed by a short 
drive to the next stop. There 
aren’t many days off when on 
the road. 

The large turnout for the 
Funmobile visit was testimony 
to the usefulness of the internet 
and area repeaters where the 
Visit got its primary publicity. 
The visit was scheduled at the 
last minute, less than a week in 
advance. 

Thanks to the Triangle 
Factory Shops for providing 
their parking lot, and to every- 
one who attended. 


Robert P. Holmes 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Motor Vehicle Negligence 


& Workplace Injuries 


Smith & Holmes, P.C. 
P.O. Box 1069 


(919) 832-5000 
FAX 832-5080 
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Remember, though, that the last num- 
ber that the Autopatch dialed may not be 
the one you dialed. If you haven’t been lis- 
tening to the repeater for a few minutes, do 
not use the | to redial. Someone else may 
have used the Autopatch and their number 
has now replaced yours. 

The code to extend the Autopatch 
timer is 2 (two). 

A normal Autopatch call is good for 
3 minutes and a 9xx call for 10 minutes. 
(See the list at the end of this article for the 
current 9xx numbers that are available.) - 

Thirty seconds before the end of this 
time period the repeater will warn you of 
its intention of hanging up the phone with 
a series of short beeps spaced 5 seconds 
apart. At this time you may elect to hang up 
the phone using the pound (#) or you may 
extend the Autopatch timer by pressing the 
2 key. This will extend the timer for an- 
other 3 minutes for regular calls or 10 min- 
utes for 9xx calls. Again, beeps will indi- 
cate the last 30 seconds of the call. You may 
extend the Autopatch timer as often as you 
wish, but let’s not over do it, please. 

Note: These single digit codes may 
be changed in the future if there is too much 
faulsing of the | digit by users voices. (This 
is one reason for the 5 second timer at the 
beginning of the transmission. After 5 sec- 
onds of normal voice communication with- 
out a DTMF tone received by the repeater, 
either by pressing a button, or by 
faulsing,additional DTMF tones will be ig- 
nored by the repeater.) 

Although the pound (#) key is nor- 
mally used to drop the patch, it will do so 
only if it is the LAST key pressed before 


NJ4L, SK 


Will, K4ATWW 


ale Eason, NJ4L, of Hendersonville, 
NC has become a Silent Key. He was 
83. 

Gale, ex WD8NYN, was very active 
in NTS in NC, the 4th Region and Eastern 
Area. He was Net Manager for the Caroli- 
nas Net (CN) for several years and then 
Manager of the Hit and Bounce Net (HBN), 
servicing the Eastern US, for many years. 
Gale died on Monday, July 20th. 

We have lost a great Al Op! 


releasing your PTT. 

Another use of the # key is as a can- 
cel key to cancel a keying error. Let’s say 
that as you are dialing you realize that you 
have made a mistake. If you just unkey, you 
may just get the “Error...” message, or the 
controller could possibly dial someone’s 
Speed Dial number by mistake if you have 
punched in only 2 or 3 numbers. 

However, if you press the # key those 
characters are immediately erased from the 
controllers memory. At this time you can 
release your PTT if you wish, or you can 
continue and re-enter the number without 
releasing the PTT, in which case the patch 
will dial the correct number. 

For example: Suppose the number you 
wish to dial is 321-4567. You enter 32146 
and realize you have made a mistake 
(pressed the 6 instead of the 5). Just press 
the # without releasing your PTT and then 
enter 3214567. The phone number 3214567 
will then be dialed. 

The Speed Dial numbers have been 
entered into the repeater and all numbers 
are the same unless you were notified. If 
you want to find out if yours is working, 
just try it. If it is working the number will 
be dialed, if not, the repeater will respond 
with “Error”. Please remember to ID. Re- 
member, also, that no star (*) first 1s neces- 
sary, but the number will be dialed correctly 
even if you forget and use it. Also, please 
read the exception that has to do with 
blocked calls toward the beginning of this 
article. 

If you have any problems, just call for 
a Control Operator, or anyone else who can 


he Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, 

Inc. (RARS), was founded in 1969 
and continues to serve and support the 
Amateur Radio community in the Greater 
Triangle area. 

The Objectives of the club are to pro- 
mote worldwide friendship through Ama- 
teur Radio; to be of public service by pro- 
viding radio communications in times of 
disaster, emergency, or civic need; to edu- 
cate members in radio technique and to 
assist in obtaining amateur radio licenses. 

All persons interested in amateur ra- 
dio are eligible to apply for membership 


To Become A aero: of Te 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society... 


help. 

There are several user features that 
are not available at the present. 

There is no number for S-Meter or 
DTMEF tone pad test. Also, the pound (#) as 
the first character of a group will not pass 
the remaining DTMF tones through the re- 
peater. The # is used as a Clear key. (Sorry, 
guys, no DT MF paging through the repeater 
at this time.) 

With the current (temporary) trans- 
mitter/receiver that is being used for the 
repeater, CTCSS tones are not being passed 
through either. (Sorry again, guys.) 


: r he falling Public Service Speed Dial 


146.64 Repeater (Clip out or copy this | 


| listing fe read) 2 


: 910 Cary Poles 

~91L Raleigh Police 

(914 NC Highway Patrol 
916 NWS Current Weather oe : 


Other User mu numbers: _ 


Auicoach related) os 
1 Redial Last Number _ 

{good for 30 rainutes) 
(2 Extend Patch Timer 

@G min. for regular calls, 

10 min. for 9xx ails. _ 


(Repeset related) - _ - 


to the club. Dues for regular licensed 
amateurs are $18.00 per year (from July 
1 through June 30). Additional immedi- 
ate family members pay $5.00 each per 
year. Dues for licensed amateurs older 
than 59 or younger than 16 are $12.00 
per year. Dues for non-licensed Associ- 
ate members are $9.00 per year. Regular 
membership dues are prorated for new 
members. 

Applications for membership may be 
obtained from club officers, the newslet- 
ter editor, or at any RARS meeting. 


+ 
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Minutes 


Meeting 


JUNE 1998 BOARD MEETING 


by JEFF WITTICH, SECRETARY 


he monthly Board meeting 

of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was held at the 
Forest Hills Baptist Church on 
June 16. The meeting was 
called to order by KN4AQ at 
7:41p. Members present were: 
KN4AQ, WA4BPJ KE4FCJ, 
K4HF, KO4QH, KC4UPX, and 
AC4ZO. The total attendance 
was 12. 

The minutes of the May 
meeting were reviewed. On 
motion by KE4FCJ, seconded by 
KC4UPX, the minutes were ap- 
proved. 

President Pearce, address- 
ing the agenda, said that we 
would alter the order of business 
for this meeting to accommo- 
date the outside schedule of 
Board members. 

Unfinished Business: 

The issue of our tax fil- 
ing status was brought up. 
KE4IXL has been researching 
methods of attaining a 501-C3 
status for the club. He gave a 
complete report on his findings, 
and many questions were asked 
and answered. Finally, a steer- 
ing committee of six members 
was formed to begin laying the 
groundwork for the change. 
New Business: 


The RARS funds dis- 
bursement policy was reviewed. 
The Board reaffirmed their sup- 
port of the policy. 

KN4AQ announced 
that he has accepted the resig- 
nation of the Public service Di- 
rector, KD4YJV. Discussion 
followed on how best to fill this 
need. It was decided that for the 
moment, the need is being filled 
by KD4WQJU, and that RARS 
while supporting his efforts will 
not fill the Director position 
immediately. 

On motion by 
WA4BPJ, seconded by KE4FCIJ, 
Israel Pattison N4Z VU was ap- 
pointed to the position of Ex- 
cited Editor. 
Committee Reports: 
KC4UPX gave the FM 
Committee report. He said that 
the landscaping is complete at 
the Bayleaf site, and now the 
building construction can begin. 
This is expected to start within 
the next ten days. The old 
Aerotron radio equipment for 
146.64 has been replaced with 
a modified Motorola Micor ra- 
dio. Also, materials are being 
accumulated for the antenna in- 
stallation at the new .64 site. 
For the purpose of standardiza- 


tion, the RC-96 controller on .64 
has been replaced with an S- 
Com unit. 

KO4QH, reporting on 
the Education Department an- 
nounced that Doug Griffin, a 
former RARS student is con- 
ducting a licensing class for a 
group of Explorer Scouts in 
Durham. Also, we have entered 
into an agreement with the Ra- 
leigh Parks and Recreation Vi- 
sually Impaired Activities group 
to conduct a class for visually 
impaired persons. 

KE4FC]J reported on 
Membership Services. She said 
that Bobbie KD4ZVW is step- 
ping down as RARS Librarian. 
Bobbie has performed the func- 
tion since the inception of the 
library, and Pat is looking for a 
replacement. Also, KD4ACW 
will assist at the greeting table 
at the General meetings. 

Israel N4ZVU re- 
ported on the Exciter. He pre- 
sented cost data on the old and 
new formats for the newsletter, 
and presented a few ideas he has 
for cost reducing the operation. 

The net Manager re- 
port was given by AC4ZO in the 
absence of KE4OQO. He said 
that the RARS nets have moved 


back to the 146.64 repeater, and 
that there are openings for net 
control operators on Saturday 
through Tuesday nights. 
Unfinished Business: 

KE4FCJ addressed 
the program for the November 
meeting: the annual auction. 
It was suggested in the May 
meeting that this may no longer 
be a popular meeting, and that 
maybe it’s time to stop it. Af- 
ter a brief discussion, it was de- 
cided that the auction was in- 
deed an old favorite, and will 
continue. The issue was 
dropped. 

At this point, KN4AQ 
appointed a nominating com- 
mittee chaired by K4HF to 
identify candidates for the 
Hamfest and Field Day Chairs 
for the coming year. 


Board member 
Announcements and 
Comments: 


KO4QH announced 

that the Crystals will have a 

guest speaker at their meeting 

on June 23. the speaker is from 

the North Carolina museum of 
Natural Science. 

On motion by 

KC4UPX, the meeting ad- 
journed at 9:59p. 


Continued from Page 2 


new S-Comm controller programmed on 
146.64. I have been the repeater 
programming guru for some time, and 
frankly I looked forward to working with 
the S-Comm. But it quickly became clear I 
wasn’t going to find the time. 

Fred showed lots of interest as the 
machine was being installed. I was able to 
program the ID to say “W,” and we had a 
choice: apply for a new club call (of just 
“W”’), or get someone else to learn the con- 
troller. Fred stepped in and got the whole 


call programmed, and we had our man. And 
he had his man... Fred asked Bill for help, 
and Bill has been cursing his computer ever 
since. But I think he’s enjoying himself all 
the same. The first priority was to get the 
autopatch up. Look for Bill’s article in this 
issue for more controller information. 
We’re on track for installation of the 
224.64 and 444.525 machines in north Ra- 
leigh. And I got a “64” update from Danny 
Hampton K4ITL as he visited the Icom 
Funmobile. Danny says he hopes the new 
repeater and the new site will both be ready 


at the same time. It will be a very clean, 
professional installation (haven’t all RARS 
repeaters been able to make that claim?). 
No sense promising a date. It’ll be done 
when it’s done. 

That’s it for this month. See you at 
the meeting. 
Did You Know... 
Worked All States (WAS) or VHF/UHF 
Century Club (VUCC) QSL cards can be 
validated locally? Call the Secretary for an 
appointment, or give them to the Secretary 
at a RARS meeting. 


a 
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Meetin 


JULY 1998 GENERAL MEETING 


Minutes 


by JEFF WITTICH, SECRETARY 


he regular meeting of the Raleigh 

Amateur Radio Society was held on 
July 7, 1998 at the Forest Hills Baptist 
Church on Clark Avenue. 

The meeting was called to order 
at 7:30p by President Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 
who welcomed 87 members and 3 guests. 

Mike, WA4BPJ gave the 
Treasurer’s report and said that the RARS 
membership is 334. 

President Pearce made some mis- 
cellaneous announcements: The ICOM 
Funmobile will be in the area for a few days 
and will be at the Triangle Factory Shops 
mall in Morrisville from 3:00p to 8:00p on 
Friday, 10 July before going to the Salisbury 
hamfest on Saturday. 


A new Librarian is needed. 
Bobbie, KD4ZVW is stepping down after 
handling the position since the beginning. 
A volunteer is needed. 
The Cary hamfest is scheduled for 
July 18 at the Cary Community Center. 
Jeff, AC4ZO announced a project 
by the Education Department. They will 
be conducting a licensing class for visually 
impaired students beginning on August 5. 
A kickoff meeting for the project is sched- 
uled for July 14 at AC4ZO. 
Fred and Bill, KE4IXL and 
LD4LLQ gave a brief presentation on the 
new repeater controller that has been in- 
stalled on the 146.64 machine. The presen- 


Scanner/SWL SIG Report 


by Kelly, AE4FG 


he June meeting of the Scanner/SWL 
SIG was held on the 20th (third 
Monday, as always). The meeting took place 
at the El Rodeo restaurant on Pleasant Valley 
Road in Raleigh. Our speakers were Kelly 
Mills, AE4FG, and Bob Zeher, KE4JVY. 
Kelly demonstrated an AM broadcast 
loop antenna that he recently made, and Bob 
gave a presentation on 1950’s and 1960’s 
vintage European tube radios. The secret 
communications facility in Chatham County 
known as the “hole” was also discussed. 
Twelve people attended. 

Weekly Net: The Scanner/Short- 
wave Listening net normally held every 
Monday night has been suspended until the 
146.64 repeater is back to normal. If you 
would like to become a net control when 
the net resumes, please contact either Bob 
or Kelly at the e-mail addresses below. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting 
will be held on Monday, August 17th at El 
Rodeo restaurant as listed above. The meet- 
ing topics will focus on computer aided 
monitoring. Computer controlled radios 
such as the Drake R8 short wave receiver, 


the PRO-64 scanner, and others will be dem- 
onstrated. We will meet upstairs for dinner 
at 6:30 and the meeting will start at 7:30. 

There are no dues or fees for par- 
ticipating in the Scanner/SWL SIG. If you 
have non-ham friends interested in scan- 
ning or SWLing, please invite them to at- 
tend. 

For more information, e-mail Bob 
Zeher (ke4jvy @juno.com) or Kelly Mills 
(ae4fg @juno.com), or call Bob at 481-9107. 


Amateur Radio Electronics 
Home of ‘Uncle Joe’s Ham Shack’ 


Need antenna supplies right away 
(coax, wire, connectors, and more)? 
Call Uncle Joe anytime! 

Need a Comtelco Mobile or Mag mount 
antenna? Call Uncle Joe anytime! 
Please visit ‘Uncle Joe’s Ham Shack’ at 
www.ipass.net/~wb5zpq/are!.htm 


Joe Saah WBS5ZPQ 
wb5zpq@juno.com 
Garner, NC 
779-5659 


tation included some background on what 
has been happening, and instructions on 
how to use some of the features. 

This completing the announce- 
ments, the program for the evening was in- 
troduced: Field Day, a review. The pro- 
gram consisted of news clips from several 
TV stations, comments from the band cap- 
tains, a statistical presentation and predic- 
tion from AC4ZO, and some video scenes 
from the site provided by KN4AQ. 

No door prizes were awarded this 
month. 


RARS Officers 


President 
Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 
116 Waterfall Court 
Cary, NC 27511 
(919) 380-7286 
kn4aq.gary @mms.net 


Vice President 
Pat Fix, KE4FCJ 
324 Silverberry Court 
Caryn 273513 
(919) 677-8320 


pfix @pagesz.net 


Secretary 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way 
Cary, NG 27511 
(919) 362-9456 
jwittich @pagesz.net 


Tresurer 
Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27515 
(919) 847-4641 
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WAE Dx CW 
Contest / Maryland- 
DC QSO Party 


North American 
QSO Party, SSB 


TOEC WW Grid 
Contest, CW 


BUBBA Summer 
QRP Sprint 


17 
SWL/Scanner SIG 
6:30pm El Rodeo, 


Pleasant Valley Rd. 


Contact KE4JVY @ 
481-9107 


RARS General Mtg. 
7:30pm Forest Hills 
Baptist Church 


18 


RARS Board Mtg. 
7:30pm Forest Hills 
Baptist Church 


25 

RARS Crystals Mtg. 
6:30 Golden Corral, 
Hwy 70. Contact 
KO4QH @ 787-1111 


RARS General Mtg 
7:30pm Forest Hills 
Baptist Church 


8 


WAE DX CW 
Contest / Maryland- 
DC QSO Party 


15 

North American 
QSO Party, SSB 
22 

Roanoke, VA 
Hamfest / TOEC 


WW Grid Contest, 
CW 


5-6 


Shelby Hamfest / 
North American CW 
Sprint 


